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…But in addition to this great record of contributions of the Republican Party to progress, there 

has been a further fundamental contribution -- a contribution perhaps more important than all the 

others -- and that is the resistance of the Republican Party to every attempt to inject the 

Government into business in competition with its citizens. 

After the war, when the Republican Party assumed administration of the country, we were faced 

with the problem of determination of the very nature of our national life. Over 150 years we have 

builded up a form of self-government and we had builded up a social system which is peculiarly 

our own. It differs fundamentally from all others in the world. It is the American system. It is just 

as definite and positive a political and social system as has ever been developed on earth. It is 

founded upon the conception that self-government can be preserved only by decentralization of 

Government in the State and by fixing local responsibility; but further than this, it is founded 

upon the social conception that only through ordered liberty, freedom and equal opportunity to 

the individual will his initiative and enterprise drive the march of progress. 

  

During the war we necessarily turned to the Government to solve every difficult economic 

problem -- the Government having absorbed every energy of our people to war there was no 

other solution. For the preservation of the State the Government became a centralized despotism 

which undertook responsibilities, assumed powers, exercised rights, and took over the business 

of citizens. To large degree we regimented our whole people temporarily into a socialistic state. 

However justified it was in time of war if continued in peace time it would destroy not only our 

system but progress and freedom in our own country and throughout the world. When the war 

closed the most vital of all issues was whether Governments should continue war ownership and 

operation of many instrumentalities of production and distribution. We were challenged with the 

choice of the American system rugged individualism or the choice of a European system of 

diametrically opposed doctrines -- doctrines of paternalism and state socialism. The acceptance 

of these ideas meant the destruction of self-government through centralization of government; it 

meant the undermining of initiative and enterprise upon which our people have grown to 

unparalleled greatness. 
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